when the land was submerged. The shells found at the altitude of 71.5 m. at Tingmisut Lake show that Melville Island was submerged at least to this level. The radiocarbon age of these shells 9,075 -+ 275 (1-730) indicates that this was the oldest postglacial transgression and that at least at that time this part of the island was free of land ice. Radiocarbon dates of younger shell samples found at lower altitudes throw light on the course of the emergence of land since the maximum postglacial transgression, which had been discussed elsewhere.
It is difficult to find in the Arctic features close to sea-level that can be dated to enable reconstruction of the late phases of emergence. For this reason data obtained from the site at McCormick Inlet are of great value. Since it is unlikely that a dwelling would be built much closer to high water than 1.75 m., the present height of the site, it is assumed that the age of the moss collected from under the flagstones provides a good estimate of the positive movement of the land, relative to sealevel during the past 1,740 * 190 years.
The conclusion is that differential movement, if any, has been very slight.
The sample (GSC-148) of burnt moss from the fireplace has an age 1,150 * 160 years, probably indicating when the fireplace was used for the last time. This is in general agreement with the sample (1-840) ; both indicate the antiquity of the site. But it should be borne in mind that theoretically the moss might have been brought for kindling of a fire from somewhere else and that it was dead long before it was used for kindling.
Assuming that the true dates of samples (1-840) and (GSC-148) fall within the specified range, the dwelling was probably seasonally occupied between 1,150 and 1,740 years ago. Arctic. Solely on the basis of its architecture one could only infer that the site is pre-Thule; in conjunction with the other evidence a Dorset identity becomes certain.
The artifact collection consists of one antler, one chert, and four quartzite specimens. Lichen encrustation documents the surface provenance of all but the antler object, which Henoch found in the debris on the stone "table".
This last object (Fig. 1, f) , 13.8 cm. long, 2.7 cm. wide, and 1.4 cm. thick, was split longitudinally from a caribou antler to provide a plano-convex crosssection. Its slightly convex butt shows some evidence of pounding. It has straight parallel sides converging to a spatulate sharp-edged forward end where the cross-section develops a concavo-convex form. Probably it served as a wedge; it is virtually useless for cultural identification. The dark grey chert object (Fig. 1, e) is a thick random-form core showing several large flake scars and a battered edge adjacent to a small area of cortex. It measures 6.6 by 4 by 3.9 cm. It too lacks diagnostic value.
One dark grey quartzite specimen is the sturdy side-notched rear part of a large straight-based biface end blade (Fig. 1, d ), probably of a knife or thrusting spear. The specimen is 3 cm. in maximum width, 2.2 cm. wide between its broad side notches and 8 mm. thick. The notches are broad, 1.3 and 1.2 cm. wide respectively, well-defined, and dulled to prevent abrasion of the lashings. The base is also slightly dulled. When complete, the overall length of the specimen was perhaps 8 to 10 cm.
There is also a complete grey-beige biface side-notched quartzite end blade with a deeply concave base (Fig. 1, a) . Its maximum measurements are 11.7 by 3.6 by 1.1 cm. The base is indented 3.5 mm. The well-defined broad side notches are 1.7 and 1.6 cm. wide and the width of the object between these notches is 2.5 cm. The notch concavities have been very thoroughly dulled. The base margin is slightly dulled and shows by its longitudinal flakes some attempt at basal thinning. One margin of the specimen is more markedly convex than the other which parallels the mid-line for most of its length. The resulting asymmetry strongly suggests that this object was hafted as a knife blade; its rounded tip supports that suggestion. Considering the coarse granular quality of the quartzite the margins of the specimen reflect a commendable skill in secondary chipping.
The second grey-beige quartzite specimen is also a large, biface, sidenotched end blade (Fig. 1, b) . It has a straight base. Although the forward part of the object is missing, the com- 12 and 15 cm. Maximum width was at slightly concave base is 3.7 cm. across and very slightly dulled. The broad side notches are dulled, well-defined, 1.3 and 1.5 cm. wide, and 3.3 cm. apart. There had been some slight effort at basal thinning. Both margins of the specimen converge towards the base but one is less convex than the other, again suggesting hafting as a knife blade. The edge retouch is of mediocre quality.
Last, there is a grey-beige quartzite tip fragment of a large biface (Fig. 1, c) . It might well be the forward part of the end blade just described. It has a rounded tip and a thickness of 1 cm. Two irregular notches on one edge of the fragment seem accidental.
Such large sturdy biface end blades with broad side notches have been reported by Collins for the T-1, T-3, and fig. F ), from northeastern Greenland4 (Fig. 3 , 25, 26), and from Disko Bay7 (Pl. V, 18-22). I found examples of similar endblades in two still unanalysed Dorset sites tested in 1958-59 on the east coast of Manse1 Island; the examples, shown here, are from sites JlGu-6 (Fig. 1, g ) and ( Fig. 1, h, i) . Although it is too early to postulate any significance, a similarity does exist between Dorset end blades of this general category and comparable specimens from Giddings's Old Whaling stage at Kotzebue Sound, Alaska, dated at about 1,800 B.C.8 ( fig.   7 ).
This McCormick Inlet Dorset collection is unusual in more than its geographic origin. Each of its five stone tools is a very large object by Dorset standards and the collection lacks the customary microlithic tools, used flakes, and lithic debris that one expects of a Dorset site. That the core is of chert but the bifaces are quartzite may be pertinent although the chert core weakens a suggestion that the region may lack a stone material suited to the making of small tools. 
